BUCKINGHAM
and Marshal Soubise should go to Rochelle to discover the attitude of the inhabitants towards the proposed assistance Meanwhile, Buckingham decided to land his men upon the island, although the original design clearly intended that no proceedings should be taken until it were discovered whether the Rochellese were prepared to lend a friendly hand.   But no doubt he .appreciated to the full the tremendous value which the Isle of Rhe would be to the English Government could he manage to capture it. It was very rich in salt and wines, it would form a perfect base  for piratical  descents  upon  French  and  Spanish shipping, whilst from the island constant trouble could be fomented with the neighbouring Huguenots to distract the French Government. But, as he was to find to his sorrow, its fortresses were almost invincible to attack, whilst the stony nature of the soil rendered the making of effective earthworks practically impossible.
Obstacles like these did not daunt Buckingham, who now found himself cast in a role which threw to the fore unsuspected qualitites in his nature.   He was an extremely gallant soldier, displaying tremendous personal bravery, and during the very first day his spirit and intelligence became manifest to all. He endeavoured from the start to glean all the information that he could, and went about amongst his troops trying to infuse into them some'of his own vigorous enthusiasm.   The landing upon the island soon revealed of what poor stuff many of his men were made.   On the order to advance, some of them took up their required positions, but several of the more halfhearted pressed men, who had no stomach for a fight, pretended not to hear the command and remained on board their ships.   Others, even on reaching the water's edge, miserably refused to set foot on shore.   The Duke himself was forced to go amongst these cowardly wretches,
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